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AMBASSADOR PLATZER PRESENTS CREDENTIALS, 
GETS WARM WELCOME FROM PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 

Dr. Wilfried Platzer, Austria’s new Ambassador to the 
United States, presented his credentials to President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower on April 18. In his remarks addressed to the 
President, the Ambassador stated that ‘‘the Austrian nation, 
which for a number of years no longer depended on material 
aid, wil! always remember with deep gratitude the assistance 
given to Austria in the most difficult times and will continue 
to cherish the friendship of the American people. 

‘*The conclusion of the State Treaty, by which Austria 
regained her freedom and independence, was made possible 
to a large extent by the energetic support of the American 
Government. Since regaining her sovereignty, Austria is 
fortunate in being able to continue to count on the friendly 
support of the United States. I especially wish to mention 
the admission of Austria into the United Nations, the Ameri- 
can assistance given for the eastern-European refugees in 
Austria and the choice of Vienna as the headquarters of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

-‘“*My Government is therefore convinced that the happily 
already existing ties of friendship between our two countries 
will be further strengthened and cultivated. The visit of the 
Federal Chancellor to Washington within the next few weeks 
will doubtless present another important step toward this 
goal,’’ Ambassador Plat zer concluded. 

In his reply, President Eisenhower said that he con- 
Sidered it ‘‘a most pleasant duty to review the strong bonds 
of friendship which exist between our two countries... I take 
satisfaction in your visit as an occasion for expressing my 
personal satisfaction in this friendship. 

‘‘My country places great faith in the government and 
people of Austria. We value the wisdon. and experience of 
your country. We have particular admiration for the remarkable 
postwar recovery of Austria, owing in large measure to the 
courage and determination of its people, and we are proud to 
have been able to contribute to that recovery. You have 
generously referred to the role of the United States in the 
conclusion of the Austrian Treaty. But it was the persever- 
ence, patience, and fortitude of the Austrian people, first 
and foremost, which brought the Treaty into effect. 

‘‘American regard for your country was redoubled last 
year as a result of Austrian compassion for Hungarian vic- 

(Continued on page 2) 


CONFERENCE ON THE DANGERS OF RADIATION 
CALLED BY THE KOERNER FOUNDATION 

With President Schaerf in attendance, a directors’ 
meeting of the Theodor Koerner Foundation recently decided 
to distribute 61 prizes amounting to 586,000 schillings (about 
25,000 dollars). Seventeen will go to the natural sciences, 
32 to social sciences and belles-lettres, and 12 to fine art. 

The directors also decided to undertake the auspicesofa 
conference on the dangers of radiation arising from the use 
of atomic energy. Many of the world’s experts are expected 
to come to Vienna to participate. The conference wil] also 
deal with possible contributions toward a lessening of 
international tensions. 


RAAB HOPEFUL FOR EUROPEAN TRADE COMMUNITY 

Federal Chancellor Julius Raab recently discussed in a 
radio broadcast current difficulties in negotiations for an 
European Free Trade Area. He said he was convinced that 
all difficulties will be surmounted and that the Area will be 
created. None of the member states of the OFEC, which had 
its 10th anniversary last April 16th, would want to shoulder 
the responsibility for the failure of a project of such momen- 
tous importance, he added. 


WORLD BANK TO SEND MISSION TO AUSTRIA 

The Austrian Minister of Finance has announced that 
the World Bank is prepared, in principle, to grant further 
loans to Austria. The World Bank, he said, suggested it 
send a mission to Austria to investigate which of the large 
projects in Austria should obtain priority. The mission would 
look not only at power projects but also at the larger long- 
terr:; investment projects, such as the Federal railroads and 
highways. The mission probably will be sent before July 1. 


2,112,151 JOBS 

The number of the gainfully employed in Austria amounted 
to 2,112,151 in March, 1957. This is 11,408 more than in 
February, but 1,544 less than in March, 1956. The delayed 
upward trend probably is due to the abnormal weather con- 
ditions. 

Employment in the trades increased by 13,796 during 
March. The number of agricultural workers declined by 2,388. 
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PLATZER (Continued from page 1) 


tims of oppression. The entire world, tocusing its attention 
on your country at that time, knew in advance that traditional 
Austrian generosity and devotion to liberty would provide aid 
and shelter for the thousands of brave and homeless Hun- 
garians. Your country is today respected all over the world 
for this great humanitarian act. 

‘‘I know, Mr. Ambassador, that you already have many 
friends in Washington because of your outstanding success 
as Counselor of the Austrian Embassy here a few years ago. 
Your appointment as Ambassador comes as no surprise to me, 
since I have learned from personal experience that your 
goverrment has always honored the United States with emis- 
saries of the highest calibre. 

‘I bid you welcome, and assure you of my determination 
to do everything I can to maintain and increase the war:.r ties 


which bind our peoples and our governments.’’ 
UNEMPLOYMERKT DECLINES BY ABOUT 10% 


At the end of March, 
registered with 


1958, the number of unemployed 
employment offices amounted to 
193,554. Compared with the figures at the end of February, 
the total number of unemployed decreased by 19,599 or 9.2%. 
Men accounted for 16,450 or 83.9% Com- 
pared with March, 1957, the total registered unemployed rose 
by 39,418 or 25.6%. the building trades 
eccount for 21,704, and the agricultural and forestry trades 
for 11,542. 


PRICES REMAIN STABLE DURING MARCH; 
INDEX SHOWS DECLINE OF .25 PERCENT 


The recent issue of Statistical Reports shows, that changes 


state 


of the decrease. 


In this increase, 


in the price level during March were insignificant. Thus, 
prices may be considered generally stable. From. the n.iddle 
of February to the middle of March, the index of retail prices 
declined by .25%. 

There was a seasonal decline in egg prices, while some 
tickets 


somewhat, but no trend was noticeable. During the past year, 


meats increased. Prices of movie also increased 


the retail price level went up 1.25%, but wholesale prices 
declined 1.5 

Irom the middle of February to the middle of March, the 
wholesale price index rose by .257. In the food industry, an 
increase in the price of veal was 'natched by a decrease in 
the price of barley. Industriel raw materials such as wool, 
leed and zinc went up while cotton, flax and jute 


declined somewhat. 


copper, 


During the period mentioned, prices of fruits and vege- 
tables, which are not incorporated in the index, showed a 


slight increase. 


SAVINGS CAIN 

Loan harmed savings activities in 
Austria, a recent surve} During the first three 
months of 1957, 206 million schillings of new money were 
deposited in savings accounts in the Vienna Central Savings 
Bank alone. This is roughly 52 million schillings or 34% more 
than during the same period last year. 


issues have not 


showed. 


Deposits in the Central Savings Fank thus reached a 
new high of 1,867 million schillings, and the two billion 
mark probably will be passed in the third quarter of 1957. 
Eight years were necessary to reach the one million mark. 
But not only deposits increased; the number of depositors 
rose by 46,000 during the year. The average account amounts 
to 5,552 schillings as against 4,738 a year ago. 

The Central Savings Bank estimates that this year 
another 400 million schillings will be deposited. The savings 
activities of the Viennese population enable the institution 
to consider the credit and loan wants of almost all branches 
of the economy. Thus it has put aside 100 million schillings 
for cooperative and communal housing construction. 


HCNORS AWARDED 

Federal President Adolf Schaerf «warded the Grand 
Medal of Honor for distinguished services rendered to the 
Republic of Austria to Frederick EF. Taylor, president of the 
New York Austrian Institute. Other awards were made to Dr. 
Benno Lee, concert manager of Hunter College, New York 
(Gold Medal); and to Paul A. Goldschmidt, New York execu- 
tive secretary of the United Chamber of 
Commerce (Silver Medal). 


States Austrian 


92 PERCENT OF THE CIRCULATIOW 
OF BANKNOTES IS COVERED 

According to the weekly report of March 15th of the 
Austriar National Bank, the banknote circulation was 
14,347.4 mi'lion schillings (one dollar equals 26 schillings) 
of which 92% was covered by gold (2,653.3 million schil- 
lings) and foreign currenty (10,555.6 million schillings). If 
current liabilities are considered (3,651.5 schillings), the 
coverage of the circulation corresponded to more than 75%. 
For the same period in 1957, 78% of the banknotes in cir- 
culation and 64.5% of the total circulation was covered. The 
explanation is that within the year under consideration the 
reserves of gold have increased (+32.4%), for currency. re- 
serves (+24.5%)‘together with the increase of 26%, whereas 
the banknote circulation (+7.7%) and the current liabilities 
(+25.2%) have increased together only 10.9%. 


AUSTRIAN ECONOMY FACES NEW TASKS 

At a recent cabinet session, Chancellor Julius Raab 
said that it appeared necessary to create a special com- 
mission to discuss the problems of training enough scientific 
and technical personnel. Progressive automation, utilizatior 
of atomic energy and creation of a European Free Trade 
Area, he reported, exact new tasks from the Austrian economy. 
These tasks could be mastered successfully only if highly 
qualified personnel existed in sufficient numbers. The special 
co!nmission which he suggested, should consider: 
1. An investigation of the many aspects of the problem of 
scientific and teclinical personnel, including a count of 


currently available personnel, securing sufficient numbers cf 
future scientists and techricians, and best possible distri- 
bution of current personnel. 
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, 2. Recommendations on the basis of above investigations: 


and 
3, An educational campaign to enlist the help of the public. 

The Council of Ministers approved the Chancellor’s 
report and declared for the creation of such a commission 
under the chairmanship of the Chancellor’s Office - Section 
for Economic Coordination. The commission will include as 
members: the representatives of all interested Ministries; the 
Chamber of Commerce; the Chamber of Labor; the Presidents’ 
Council of Austrian Chambers of Agriculture; the Chamber of 
Engineers for Vienna, Lower Austria and the Burgenland (as 
representatives for all provincial chambers); the Academy of 
Sciences; the Federation of Austrian Trade Unions; and the 
Association of Austrian Industrialists. 
AUSTRIANS THINK WELL OF THEIR NEW ARMY 

The majority of the Austrian population believes that 
military service is of advantage to young people, the Austrian 
Gallup Institute reports. The question was: ‘‘Do you believe 
that, generally speaking, the influence of military service 
upon young people is rather good or rather bad?’’, 76% replied 
in the affirmative, 20% had no opinion, and 4% answered in 
the negative. 
THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 


may be able to furnish more detailed information 
on any item printed in AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 








ICA LOANS FULLY UNDERWRITTEN 

The entire 16 million dollars which have lbeen lent to the 
Austrian Government on a long-term basis upon agreement 
concerning deliveries of American surplus agricultural goods, 
have been underwritten by Austrian firms under an investment 
plan. The last of 37 projects which have been financed by 
ICA loans has just been approved. 

Deliveries of surplus goods which have been contracted 
under the ICA agreement make it possible to use part of the 
sales price os long-term loans; one such loan of 1.5 million 
dollars was granted the Federal Government for a period of 
20 years in February, 1956; anather of 14.5 million dollers 
for 40 years was graited in September, 1956. 

The credit went mainly to firms in formally Russian- 
occupied Eastern Austria. Fifty-two per cent of the total 
amount were granted to 19 former USIA (Russian-administered) 
firms while 25% went to the other electric power industry. 
Of the crelits granted more than half has already been paid 
out. Of the 37 projects, 10 have either been completed or are 
near completion; the others are expected to be completed 
this year. 

A breakdown shows the power producers with 4 million 
jollars in first place. The iron and steel industry received 
3 million dollars and the same amount was granted to the 
metal products industry. Others who profited from the program 
included the electrical industry, the textile industry and the 
chemical industry. The tourist industry was granted 400,000 
dollars. The financing of these projects comes to 33 million 
dollars; thus, the debters will have to raise 17 million dollars 
— i.e. slightly more then 50 per cent. 


KREISKY ADDRESSES INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE UNION SEMINAR 

Secretary of State Kreisky recently opened an inter- 
national seminar at the Educational Institute of the Tyrol 
Chamber of Labor in Seehof near Innsbruck. Under the joint 
auspices of the Austrian Federation of Trade Unions and the 
Furopean Productivity Office, the seminar had as its subject 
the relationship between labor and management. The parti- 
cipants include trade unionists from the Netherlands, Switzer- 
land, Luxembourg, the Federal Republic of Germany and 
Austria as well as representatives of international organi- 
zations. 

In his opening speech, Dr. Kreisky discussed the con- 
munity of interests of the Furopean nations. He stressed that 
one condition for successful cooperation among nations is 
the participation of trade unions. 

TWENTY YEARS AGO: 
THE FIRST TRAIN FGR DACHAU..... 

A memorial service was held recently to commemorate 
the departure 20 years ago of the first Austrian transport of 
political prisoners bound for Dachau. After a service in St. 
Michael’s Church, prelate Fried eulogized those Austrians 
who paid with their lives for resisting Nazism. A reunion of 
the surviving Dachau inmates was held later in the day. Col. 
Kristen gave a talk on the painful years in the concentration 
camps and stressed that only 55 persons of the many hundreds 
who had been in the first transport were still alive. 

Former Minister Ludwig then said that it was essential 
that the intellectual elite of Austria — which in truth the 
camp inmates were — should fight any and all movements 
which might bring back the events of the years 1938-1945. 
The president of the Jewish Community, Dr. Maurer, dealt 
with the meaning of the term ‘‘liberty’’. The last speaker was 
Foreign Minister Figl, a veteran of the ‘‘first transport.’”’ 

A memorial trip to Dachau was also announced. 


PRODUCE MORE, CONSUME MORE 

The Austrian economy produced goods and services 
amounting to 121.8 billion schillings in 1957, an increase of 
10% over 1956. (26 schillings to one dollar. - Ed.) The 
Austrian Institute for Sconomic Research estimates that after 
discourting price increases, a real rise of 67, remains. In the 
yesr before, the gross national product had risen by a nominal 
8.6% and a real 3.9%. 

Austria’s participation in the world economy grew during 
1957. Of the gross national product of 121.8 billion schillings, 
goods and services amounting to 33.1 billion schillings, or 
27.2%, were exported. In the year before, the export figure 
amounted to 25.6% of the gross national product. Industry 
alone exported 33% of its production. In the hotel industry, 
56% of all overnight guests were foreigners. At the same time, 
the importance of imports for the domestic market grew. Of 
all goods and services bought inside Austria during 1957, 
26.7% originated abroad (25.4% in 1956). Buyers of investment 
merchandise particularly preferred imports. Almost 45% of 
machinery bought for investment purposes came from abroad, 
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as against 39.5% in 1956. 

The total consumption of the Austrian population amoun- 
ted to 75 billion schillings in 1957 which was nominally 7% 
more than in 1956. The real percentage is given as 4 to 5%. 
More than half of the consumption was sold through the retail 
trade. Its sales rose 7.5% in value and 5.5% ir quantity. 


ANOTHER EPU DEFICIT 

An accounting with the Furopean Payments Union during 
March ended with a deficit for Austria of 6,992,000 dollars 
as against 4,513,000 in February. Taking into consideration 
the bilateral regulations concerning EPU currencies, amounting 
to 2,832,000 dollars, the total deficit in EPU transactions 
came to 9,824,000. 


FOREIGN VISITORS ACCOUNT FOR 
MUCH OF AUSTRIA’S TOURIST TRAFFIC 

Statistics published by the Federal Tourist Office 
recently showed that the number of overnight guests in 
Austria in 1957 amounted to 30,049,171 as against 26,848,139 
in 1956; this is an increase of 11%. 

Tyrol accounted for mostovernight guests with 6,542,464. 
Salzburg was a close second with 5,195,025. Carinthia was 
next with 3,910,344, followed by Upper Austria with 3,743,868 
and Lower Austria with 3,722,961. Then came the Styria with 
2,950,080, Vorarlberg with 2,014,582, Vienna with 1,810,214 
and the Burgenland with 159,633 overnight guests. 
parison with the previous year, the number of overnight guests 
all provinces except Vienna, 
where a 2% decline was noted. 

The largest number of foreign tourists stayed in the 
Tyrol, where they accounted for 5,716,052 overnight stays. 
Salzburg followed that with 3,499,622 and Kaernten with 
2,587,066. The other Laender were left far behind. 

Of the total number of overnight guests, 16,891,564 were 
foreigners and 13,157,607 were Austrians. It is notable tat 
the figures of foreign geusts pass those of Austrians year 
after year. Austrians accounted for 3,441,286 in Lower Aus- 
tria, 2,628,424 in Austria, and 2,417,362 in the 
Steiermark. Vienna alone showed a small decline in Austrian 
tourists. 


In com- 


has increased in Federal 


Upper 


Camping accounted for another 320,332 overnight guests 
as against 218,582 in 1956. (Salzburg accounted for most of 
the overnight campers, followed by Carinthia and the Tyrol.) 

Of the total number of foreign overnight guests, 11,181,538 
or 66% (1956:60%), came from the Gernan Federal Republic. 
Great Britain followed with 7%, the Netherlands and France 
each with 5%, the United States with 3%, Italy, Switzerland 
and Belgium-Luxembourg eack with 2%, and Sweden and 
Denmark each with 1%. 


BIG ORDER FOR AUSTRIAN STEEL. 

The Austrian Alpine Montan Corp. recently negotiated 
a contract with the Spanish State Pailroad for delivery in 
1958 of 7,300 metric tons of track. This is the fourth large 
order the company obtained from Spain for heavy track. The 
four orders total about 37,500 tons, valued at 115 million 
schillings. 


HIGH GRADE STEEL EXPORTS ROSE IN 1957 

Austrian exports of iron and steel in 1957 amounted to 
1,262,940 metric tons and reached a total value of 190 million 
dollars. Of this, 130,372 tons or just under 54 million was 
high grade steel. By weight, high grade steel exports rose 
by 14.9% compared with 1956, and by value 20.3%. The in- 
crease embraced all types of steel except iron band and steel] 
as well as crude tin. 

The main purchaser of high grade steel was Italy which 
almost tripled its imports from Austria since last year. In 
1957, it bought 5.1 million dollars worth. Next came the 
Federal Republic of Germany (5 million, or 19.5% less than 
in 1956), Switzerland (4.9 million or 21.6% more than in 1956), 
and East Germany (3.9 million or 32.7% less than in 1956). 
Other larger clients were Great Britain, India and France. 

1957 CRUDE OIL OUTPUT: 3,043,381 TONS. 

During 1957, the Austrian Petroleum Administration spent 
539 million schillings: 168 million schillings for exploiting 
existing oil wells, 185 millions for the establishment of new 
wells, 80 millions for natural gas exploitation, 31 millions 
for means of transportation, 27 millions for drilling apparatus, 
10 millions for geophysical instruments and 38 millions for 
refineries, etc. (26 schillings to the dollar.) 

The total depth of test drillings undertaken last year 
came to 33,498 meters. One of them produced. It is believed 
that a new oil deposit can be exploited there. A new gas 
deposit was also discovered. 

3,043,381 metric tons of crude oil were pumped duriny 
1957. 2,800,000 tons came from wells which produced before 
the Jan. 1, 1957. The rest came from wells which became 
productive during 1957. At the beginning of that year, 762 
wells were active and at the end of 1957, the number had 
increased to 851- 

Of special importance was the work which led to a re- 
organization of the gas economy. Gas losses could be reduced 
from 45% to 5 or 6%. At tiries, they amounted to no more thar 
1%. This success was due to the construction of a natura! 
gas center as well as of numerous wet gas pipe lines. The 
cost in 1957 for these improvements came to approximately 
80 million schillings. 

The 1957 production of natural gas amounted to « total 
of 745,795,890 normal cubic meters (431,882,290 wet gas 
and 313,913,600 dry gas). 

NEW OIL REFINERY STARTED NEAR VIEN?:A 

On April 22, the corner stone for a new large oil refinery 
of the Austrian Mineral Oil Administration was laid. The first 
construction stage will cost roughly $23 million. When it is 
finished, the Schwechat Refinery will be able to refine 1.7 
million metric tons of crude oil, and the Administration will 
return the Voesendorf Refinery to private ownership. 

NEW OIL WELL PRODUCES. 

Oil dirlling at Spannberg, near Matzen, Lower Austria (a 
project of the Austrian Mineral Oil Administration started 
last December), has been successful. The drilling was under- 
taken to a depth of 2,476 meters and brought forth a light, 
paraffin-base crude oil. 
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, STRIKES CAUSE LITTLE PRODUCTION LOSS 

According to a survey made by the Austrian Trade Union 
Federation, strikes in Austria last year caused the loss of 
364,841 man hours. Altogether, 19,555 workers took part in 
strikes. There were fewer strikes in 1957 than in the previous 
three years. The largest percentages of man hours lost in 


workers (178,706); metal and mining workers (110,619); and 
employes in private industry(51,168). About half the strikes 
were for wage demands; as a rule, the workers demands were 
met. 


AUSTRIA ONE OF THE BIG FOUR LUMBER EXPORTERS 

According to a report of the Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation, one of the specialized agencies of the United Nations, 
the world’s lumber production increased during the years from 
1946 to 1955 by approximately 185 million cubic meters to a 
new high of almost 300 million cubic meters. The Soviet Union, 
the Pacific territories and Asia showed the largest rise. 

Among the lumber exporting nations Canada was the 
largest. The next three were Sweden, Finland and Austria. 

World paper production rose by about 50% during the same 
time. Among the newsprint exporters, Sweden is in first place 
and Austria in fifth. 


AUSTRIA'S MAGNESITE RESERVES 
ARE PRACTICALLY INEXHAUSTIBLE 

The Austrian magnesite deposits are the largest of their 
kind in the world and the existing reserves seem almost 
inexhaustible. Last year, the crude magnesite production 
amounted to 1,172,600 tons as against 1,083,600 tons in 1956. 

Especially favorable weather conditions in January and 

February, 1957, brought production to a high of 209,000 
metric tons, compared with 165,800 tons in the same months 
of 1956. Productions probably will be increased in the next 
few years, provided market conditions remain as they are 
now, with the completion of new works in Hohenfilzen in 
1959. The cost for these new works amounts to 300 million 
schillings. The Hoehnfilzen area contains an estimated 100 
million metric tons of crude magnesite. 
The Austrian magnesite industry has greatly increased 
capacity since the end of the war. At the same time 
the demand by the metal and cement industries for this fire- 
proof material has greatly increased. 

The current sales value of Austrian magnesite and mag- 
hesite products amounts to more than one billion schillings. 
Exports accounted to 90 to 95%. The most important pur- 
chasers are the Federal Republic of Germany, France, Italy 
and Sweden; also the U.S., Britain and the Benelux countries. 


MORE COFFEE, LESS TEA 
While coffee imports in Austria reached the high point 
of the last 25 years and increased by 13.5% over 1956, 


lts 





imports of tea declined by 6%. 

| Coffee was imported mainly from Brazil (52%), British 
|Past Africa (15%) and Central America. Tea came from India 
| (41%), Ceylon (27%) and Indonesia (22%). 


strikes in 1957 were in these branches: agriculture and forest 


CATTLE EXPORTS ON THE RISE 

Austrian exports of food products rose by 67.7% to 
roughly 982 million schillings during 1957, as compared with 
the year before. Butter exports which increased nearly nine 
times for a total of 189.7 million schillings, played a big 
role in these figures. (26 schillings to the dollar.) 

The butter surplus which became ever larger with the 
increased use of milk fats, led to forced exports. These had 
to be subsidized, however, because other butter producing 
nations, especially Denmark and the Netherlands, had large 
surpluses which they sought to market at low prices. But 
exports of fresh milk and cream also rose considerably 
(1956 57.7 million schillings; 1957: 64.9 million). Cheese 
exports likewise increased (1956: 56.9 million; 1957: 86.7 
million schillings). 

Animal exports, especielly cattle, went up from 275.2 
million schillings in 1956 to 449.1 million in 1957. Exports 
of meat and meat products amounting to about 31 million 
schillings in 1957 were roughly 11% higher than ir 1956. 
Flour and bakery goods rose from 15.4 to 27 million schil- 
lings during the same time and exports of chocolate and 
chocolate goods from 8.9 million schillings to 9.4 million. 


DAIRY PRODUCTS UP 16% 

Austrian dairy production rose in 1957 by 16% to a 
total of 1,405,000 metric tons. Milk sales increased by 2.1% 
to 481,000 tons. Butter production went up 30% to 32,000 
tons but sales stood firm at 23,000 tons. Cheese production 
rose by 13.8% to a total of 19,000 tons. 


SECOND TELEVISION STATICN IN OPERATION 

A second television station became operative recently 
at the Vienna-Kahlenberg site of the Austrian Broadcasting 
Company. (The station operates on wave length ‘4”’ with 
frequencies of 520.25 megacycles for the picture and 525.75 
for the sound. This corresponds to provisional channel 19.) 

The new wave length ‘‘4’’ will be used in future to im- 
prove TV reception in those areas where the transmission on 
the old wave lengths ‘‘1’’ and ‘‘3’’ proved insufficient. Wave 
length ‘‘4”’ will also be utilized for the transmission of a 
projected second TV program. 

The new TV station currently serves test purposes. 
This will also help the radio industry to test sets which 
have all three bands or to prepare for the manufacture of 
such sets. 


RR EARNINGS UP; 
FREIGHT THE SOURCE OF ADDED REVENUE 


Income from the Austrian Federal railroad system in- 
creased in 1957 by more than 19% to a total of 634.5 million 
schillings. Already in 1955, as compared with 1954, income 
had gone up by 27.2% to 388 million schillings. The figures 
for 1956 showed an increase of 37% to 532 million schillings. 
However, most of the rise was due to freight traffic. Passen- 
ger traffic accounted for only 1.4% in 1957. 
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WHEN IT COMES TO MARRIAGE, 
VIENNESE DON'T LIKE TO BE RUSHED 

Viennese men and women marry rather late in life, 
recent statistics showed. As a matter of fact, only Scandi- 
navians appear even more cautious when it comes to marriage 
than the 
time of marriage was 29.6 years and that of women, 27.1. 
Only five years ago, figures stood at 28.5 and 26 years, 
respectively. 


Viennese. In 1956, the average age of men at the 


For almost every 25-year old Viennese who took a wife 
in 1956, statisticians found a bridegroom of older vintage — 
old enough, in fact, to have been the former’s grandfather. In 
that year, 221 51 
were married. 


men and women past the age of seventy 
On the other side of the ledger can be found that every 
year perhaps a dozen 15-year old girls take hustands and 
that among 162 17-year olds who were married, three already 
are widows. 
1956, 


spouses. 


In 18 girls under 16 and 88 boys under 19 took 
19 


were married, one is now a widow and 


Of the brides of 1956 who were between 18 and 
years old when they 
one a divorcee. 
Events in Hungary during the fall of 1956 also played a 
role in Vienna’s vital statistics: still during that year, soon 
after the 


women 


193 Hungarian 
added 


Austria, 
can be 


rolled into 
To these 
182 brides of unknown citizenship. 


AUSTRIAN FASHION JOURNALS GO ABROAD 


refugee wave 


married in Vienna. anotl'er 


Austrian fashion journals did very well in the world 
market last vear and even took a foothold in several countries 
where they were not previously sold. In Europe, the best 


buyers were Germany, Italy, France and Spain; Switzerland, 
the Netherlands the 
were likewise good markets. 

In 1957, Poland, 


,elgium, and Scandinavian countries 


Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union were 


added to the list for the first time. The demand for these 
periodicals is very great in the Fastern and Southeastern 
neighboring states, but whether and in which quantities 


orders may be given is often a question of currency exchange. 
journals are successfully imported to 
all South the 
Near and Far Fast. Con.petition in fashion magazines js very 


Austrian fashion 


Central and American states as well as to 


sharp in the world marlet; the number of currently published 


foreign fashion publications is about six times as large as 


hefore the war. Thanks to their high quality, Viennese 
fashion journals have egain gained a world-wide reputation 
and are exported by the hundreds of thousands annually — 


about 90% of the entire procuction. 


SCHOENBRUNN IMPROVES ITS ZOO AND GARDENS 
The of Schoenbrunn Palace now 
great building activity. Even this year’s many visitors will 


ares is the scene of 
be able to inspect a number of improvements. Soon after the 
inflicted grounds by 300 bombs had 
been fixed, the palace administration decided to start neces- 


damage on the Palace 


work. New greenhouses 


6,000 square meters already 


sary expansion and modernization 


are now under construction. 


have been planted with orange trees, now in bloom. 

Near the palm houses, new buildings for the zoo are 
under construction. The new elephant house is finished. Sti]] 
in the process of building is a dwelling for a family of 
hippos; a house for swamp birds and an aquarium. 
houses with sufficient roaming space are ready for occupancy, 
but the bears, it is reported must exercise patience til] 
their new project is finished. 


Deer 


r 


brottea -ah tg : 





A view of the palace from Schoenbrunn Park 
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SPORTS IN VIENNA 

Sports parks with some 1000 square feet of ground are 
available at 315 different sites in Vienna. To this, non-public 
grounds belonging to kindergartens, public and private schools 
and other educational institutes must be added. These ac- 
count for another 160 fully equipped sports areas. Vienna alsc 
has 52 skating rinks and 55 tennis courts. For swimming, 
there are five indoor pools and 41 outdoor pools, plus 28 
children’s pools. Fifteen boating houses are within city 
limits. For bowlers there :re 31 asphalt alleys. 

Other 


grounds, 


installations include a bicycle racing run, pol 
golf links, two bridle paths, a riding academy, a 
regular race track, a trotting track, a hockey rink, three ski- 
ways, boxing arenas, an auto speedway, and 44 
table tennis halls. To complete the picture, there are 37 


private schools specializing in sports and gymnastics. 


several 
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+ CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





FIFTEEN NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS TO MEET IN VIENNA 

15 Nobel Prize winners are expected to come to Vienna 
for the International Congress of Biochemists, September 1-6. 
countries will be represented by about 3,000 scientists, 
industrialists and technicians. Among them are the U.S., 
Japan, India, Britain, France, West Germany, the Soviet 
zone of Germany as well as the Scandinavian countries. 

The following Nobel Prize winners have already accepted 
invitations from the organizing committee: Professor Otto 
Loewi, New York (formerly Graz),who will be honorary presi- 
ient; Professor Carl F. Cori, U.S. (formerly vienna); Sir H.A. 
Krebs, Britain; Professor Hugo Theorell, Sweden; Sir Alexander 
Todd, Britain; Professor Fritz A. Lipmann, U.S.; Professor 
Thadeus Reichsteir, Switzerland; Professor Ernst B. Chain, 
Professor Daniel Bovet, Italy; Professor V. du Vigneaud, 
U.S.; Professor Richard Kuhn, Germany; Professor Hans 
yon Euler, Sweden; and Professor H. Wirtanen, Finland. 

Scientific discussions will center around vitimine, hor- 
mone and antibiotic development as well as organic cell 
research. The Congress will meet in the new Vienna City 
Center. 


AUSTRIA REPRESENTED IN THE BRUSSELS 
“PALAIS DE LA SCIENCE" 

The Brussels World’s Fair features an international 
science pavillion (Palais de la Science) besides the pavil- 
lions of the individual nations. Sixteen nations, selected by 
the fair acministration, will exhibit scientific developments 
of recent times. 

Austria, which is among the 16 nations thus honored, 
will show two objects: one represents an important develop- 
ment in exoelectrons by Dr. Frich Schmid, University of 
Vienna; the other shows progress in the field of molecular 
Structure by Professor Otto Kratky, chairman of the Institute 
of Physical Chemistry at the University of Graz. 


POULENC OPERA TO BE GIVEN 
IN VIENNA NEXT JANUARY 

The Vienna premiere of Francois Poulenc’s opera ‘‘Die 
Gesaenge der Karmeliterinnen’’ will take place at the Vienna 
State Opera in January, 1959. Margarethe Wallmann will 
‘irect. The main roles will be sung by Christ] Goltz, Hilde 
Zadek, Elisabet': Hoengen, Irmgard Seefried and Anneliese 


Fifty 


..| Rothenberger. The musical director has not yet been selected. 


The scenery will be designed by George Wakhevitch. 


JOSEFSTADT THEATER PLANS INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAM FOR 1958-1959 

The management of the Theater in der Josefstadt has 
announced the program for the 1958-1959 season for the 





et 


three theaters it administers. The program has been worked 
ut to give a highly interesting cross section of modern 
theater literature. 

Scheduled among contemporary productions is a new 
play by Jean Anouilh; a recent New York dramatization of 


Thomas Wolfe’s ‘‘Look Homeward, Angel;’’ William Inge’s 
‘‘The Dark at the Top of the Stairs;’’ Paul Williams’ ‘‘Of 
und der Mond,’’ also T.S. Eliot’s ‘‘Family Day,’’ William 
Saroyan’s ‘‘Hoehlenbewohner;’’ and ‘‘A Moon for the Mis- 
begotten’’ by Eugene O’Neill. 

Among classical works, the Josefstadt will stage new 
presentations of Shakespeare’s ‘‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’’ 
and Moliere’s ‘‘Malade Imaginaire.’’ Nestroy’s ‘‘Liebes- 
geschichten und Heiratssachen’’ (Love and Matrimony) and 
Raimund’s ‘‘Meisasurs Zauberfluch’’ (The Spell) are also 
listed. 

The 1958-1959 season also schedules three world pre- 
mieres: Richard Miller’s draniatization of Franz Werfel’s 
‘‘Song of Bernadette:’’ a new version of ‘‘Tobacco Road’’ 
by Fritz Hochwaelder; and a comedy ‘‘Eusebius”’ by Friedrich 
Kuehnelt. 

Among the lighter plays are Ludwig Thoma’s ‘‘Moral;”’ 
Franz Molnar’s ‘‘Panoptikum;’’ Jacques Deval’s ‘‘Family 
Papers;’’ and ‘‘Her Bridegroom’’ by Fritz Eckhardt. 

The Saturday matinees in the Little Theater (Kleines 
Theater in der Josefstadt) which proved so successful in the 
past will be continued with works of Austrian authors. 


NEW ORCHESTRA FOR OLD MUSIC 

Concentus Musicus is the name of a new chamber music 
group which has been assembled under the direction of 
Nikolaus Harnoncourt. Its task is to perform ancient music 
with the very instruments for which it was written originally. 

The new ensemble has already given a number of highly 
successful performances with string, brass and percussion 
instruments from the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries. Critics 
agreed that the ensemble showed extraordinary technical 
skill. Vienna’s music lovers found these performances most 
valuable. They are widely considered an authentic contri- 
bution to the city’s musical life. 


HALF OF AUSTRIA’S STUDENTS 
MUST WORK TO PAY THEIR WAY 


15,000 Austrian university students are ‘‘working 
students,’’ the Austrian Study Group for Social Sciences 
reports in a paper on scholarships and study Assistance. 


In its conclusion, the report demands tliat larger amounts of 
money be made available for scholarships and that a central 
agency to coordinate them be created. 

The report is very critical about the practice of students 
having to work to make theircollege attendance financially 
possible. The Working Group said‘ that while students may 
work outside during the first few semesters, continued work 
would show negative effects on the students’ 
efforts later on. 


academic 
The report even goes so far as to blame 
outside work for a general decrease in the educational level 
of universities. 


VIENNA CHOIR FESTIVAL 

The ‘‘First European Choir Festival,’’ which will take 
place on the initiative of the general secretary of the Society 
of friends of music, Rudolf Gamsjaeger, will be the central 
feature of the 1958 Vienna Festival weeks and should become 
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a manifestation of all-European culture. The program of this 
musical event taking place between the 30th of May and the 
20th of June, has been fixed in its large outline. It includes 
not only choir concerts, but also solo performances, in order 
to loosen up somewhat the sequence and to appeal to the 
largest possible group of people. 


May 30th: 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


lst: 


Ist: 


3rd: 


4th: 


5th: 


6th: 


7th: 


Haydn’s ‘‘Nelson Mass”’ in the Augustinian church 
(Singverein, Vienna Symphony; Conductor Rein- 
hold Schmid). 

(11 with Bruckner’s 
F-minor mass (Singverein, Vienna Symphony; con- 
ductor Wolfgang Sawallisch) 


o’clock) Opening concert 


(evening) Haendel’s ‘‘Messiah’’ (Huddersfield 
choir, Vienna symphony; conductor Sir Malcolm 
Sarzent). 


Gabriel Faure’s ‘‘Requiem’’ and William Walton’s 
‘‘Belsazar’’ (Huddersfield choir; conductor Sir 
Malcolm Sargent). 

Carl Orff’s ‘‘Carmina Burana’’ (Singverein, Vienna 
Symphony; conductor Wolfgang Sawallisch). 
Schubert-evening of the Konzertverein quartetto 
and the wind instrument association of the Vienna 
Philharmonia. 

A capella concert of the Sistine Chapel choir, 
Simultaneously in the Brahms Hall on A capella 
concert of the Netherlands Chamber choir. 
Concert of the Sistine Chapel choir. 


June 8th: 


June 9th: 


June 10th: 


June 12th: 


June 13th: 


June 15th: 


June 15th: 


June 17th: 


June 18th: 


June 19th: 


June 20th: 


‘‘Missa Glagolskaya’’ by Leos Janacek (Pragy 
Philharmonia; conductor Karel Ancerl). 

Gustav Mahler’s 8th symphony (Singakademie, 
Singverein, Vienna Sangerknaben Vienna Symphony 
Conductor Hans Swarovski). 

Antonin Dvorak’s ‘‘Stabat Mater’’ (Prague Phil 
harmonia, Prague Philharmonia choir; 
Karel Ancer]l). 

‘‘The Book of Seven Seals’’ by Franz Schmidt 
Singverein, Vienna Symphony, conductor Josef 
Krips). 

Violin sonatas of the Viennese classic peri 
(Wolfgang Schneiderhan and Carl Seen.ann). 

(11 o’clock) ‘‘A German Requiem’’ by Johannes 
Brahms (Singverein, Vienna Philharmonia; con- 
ductor Otto Klemperer). 

(evening) Arthur Honegger’s ‘‘Dance of Death’’ an 
‘King David’’ (united choirs of the Cologne and 
Hamburg radio orchestras; conductor Wolfgang 
Sawallisch). 

The United choirs of the Cologne and Hamburg 
radio orchestras; conductor Joseph Keilberth. 
Leningrad choir (First concert, program not as 
yet known). 


conductor 


Young Vienna piano masters evening (Brendel, 
Badura-Skoda, Demus, Jenner, Klien). 
Second concert of the Leningrad Choir. 





AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 


DI EAST OOH STREET 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 


wew yOoRn 2! wY @ TELEPHONE LEHIGH 5.4120 














VOL. 
RAAE 
C 
- Idle 
proce 
meet 
( 
ferrec 
and r 
I 
June 


AUST 
TOO 

J 
hande 
Unite 
weak 
Free 
the n 
randu 
the F 
be tl 
econ 
liscr 
Econ 
must 


conv 
Area 
reas 
affor 
the | 
urge 
ind 
seric 
be n 
limit 
be n 
obli 
in ¢ 
and 





